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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MAY 21, 2021 
 

  
 
Park Security  
 
Recently there has been an uptick in incidents around Elmwood Park.  Most are minor, 

and our officers can referee and resolve matters on the spot.  However, earlier this week, 

there was an altercation between an 11-year-old boy and a teenaged male.  The boy’s 

mother spoke with Police and my office the following day. I’m glad to report that her son 

was not seriously injured.  However, Police have charged the 15-year-old non-resident 

with assault.    

Protecting our residents is my top priority – always has been.   Our Police and Fire 

Departments are second to none.  They are proactive, public safety professionals.  

Residents should be confident that the City continuously monitors our practices and 

protocols and will take every necessary measure to ensure people’s safety.  

Effective immediately, police officers will conduct hourly park patrols every night until 

the Park closes.  The City is also adding extra security and playground staff to supervise 

the playgrounds.   

I have directed my staff to accelerate the planned installation of security cameras 

throughout the Park.  I will have more information on the progress of this project in the 

coming weeks.   Also, signs will be posted reminding people to enjoy the Park but visit 

and play by the City’s rules.  

I hope you will join me in urging residents to report any suspicious activities or 

inappropriate behavior to the Police by calling 216-524-1234.   They have the experience 

and authority to resolve matters quickly.   Also, please be responsible when posting 

information on social media.  Misinformation and hearsay fuel mistrust and anxiety that 

serves no one.  
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Independence Firm Ranked One of the Best Places to Work in America! 

 

Keyfactor is one of the fastest-growing cybersecurity 

companies in North America.  Headquartered right 

here in Independence, Inc. magazine has ranked it 

one of the best places to work in America. 

One of the factors in this year’s rankings was how companies navigated the pandemic.  A 

Keyfactor spokesperson said the company started working remotely last March and 

immediately instituted remote engagement initiatives to support and inspire employees. 

Remote engagement initiatives included: virtual cross-functional lunches, live working 

sessions, weekly and monthly all-hands company calls, cross-functional one-on-one 

meetings, virtual lunch and learn sessions, Leadership Cohort Programs (inclusive to all 

employees), and health and wellness reimbursements. The company also introduced the 

concept of ‘Second Fridays,’ with a recognized, company-wide vacation day the second 

Friday of every month. 

 

Jordan Rackie, the CEO, said, “Over the past year, most companies have been pressure 

tested, challenged to evolve, and stretched during these stressful times. The difference 

between businesses that bend versus break is one with a strong culture and values, and 

respect for one another.” 

 

A total of 429 companies earned a spot among this year's rankings.  Read more here.  

 

Welcome, Caleb!  

 

Five months ago, Caleb Ernshaw joined the 

Independence Fire Department as a part-

time firefighter/paramedic.  This week he was 

sworn in as the newest full-time member of 

the department.  

Ernshaw had previously served as a 

firefighter/paramedic with the Sharon 

Township Fire Department, where his father 

had served as a volunteer firefighter.  He 

holds an Associate in Applied Science (Fire 

and EMS) degree from Cuyahoga Community College. 

Congratulations to Caleb and his wife Kinsey on joining the Independence team! 

https://patch.com/ohio/cleveland/6-ohio-companies-among-2021-s-best-workplaces-inc
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Stay Healthy, Get Wealthy! 

.   

Ohio’s Vax-A-Million Lottery seems to be working.  Since Tuesday, more than one million 

vaccinated Ohioans have registered for a chance to win one of five $1 million prizes. 

There has also been a significant increase in the number of people getting vaccinated.  

That is worth noting because nationally, vaccinations remain flat.  

Ohioans 18 and older who have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine can 

enter to win a million-dollar prize. Ohioans ages 12-17 who have at least one dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccine can enter to win one of five, four-year, full-ride scholarships, including 

room and board, tuition, and books, to any Ohio state college or university. More 

information is available at ohiovaxamillion.com. 

Anyone without internet access can opt-in by calling 1-833-4-ASKODH  (833-

427-5634) between 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily to register. 

 

 

COVID-19 Vaccines for Homebound Individuals 

 

The City of Cleveland and Cuyahoga County have partnered with 

the Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging to vaccinate 

homebound individuals.   

 

If you or someone you know is homebound and would like to get a COVID-19 vaccine, you 

will need to provide the following information when you call the Western Reserve Area 

Agency on Aging: 

 

 Name        

 Address 

 Phone Number 

 Date of Birth 

 Demographic information 

 

 

https://ohiovaxamillion.com/
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Homebound persons include those who need the help of another person or medical 

equipment such as crutches, a walker, or a wheelchair to leave their home.  Also, persons 

whose medical provider believes that their health or illness could worsen if they leave their 

home, therefore they typically do not leave their home.  

 

To check your eligibility or receive more information, call or visit the Western Reserve 

Area Agency at 216-621-0303 or www.areaagingsolutions.org.  

 

 

 

55+ Free Picnic Lunch! 

More than 420 residents enjoyed a free 55+ Picnic Lunch on Friday, May 21.  The annual, City-

sponsored event is compliments of City Council, Finance Director Blaze, and the Mayor's 

office.  

 

Many residents took advantage of the summer-like weather to enjoy their lunch outdoors at the 

Annex, where the City provided lemonade and coffee.   

 

http://www.areaagingsolutions.org/
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Special thanks to Fire Chief Steve Rega 

and Assistant Chief Jim Wheeler, who 

served as grill masters, and Lori’s 

Catering for providing the desserts.   

And, of course, Adult Program 

Coordinator Lori Rizzardi and the 

Community Services team for their 

always reliable and friendly service 

managing everything from 

reservations to drive-up delivery. 

 

It was great to see so many un-masked, smiling faces.  When I stopped over, the conversation 

quickly turned into an open forum about the Civic Center, adult programs, neighborhood 

beautification, flooding issues, and so much more.   

 

 

 

 Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for May 21, 2021 here.  

 

 

Subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update email by sending your name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

